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A law of April 17, 1941, has provided for State subsidies up to
50 per cent, (with a maximum of 100,000 francs) for construction
of the buildings necessary for new farming enterprises. Two
instalments, each of 200 millions, have already been devoted to this
object (the second by a law published on May 15, 1941).

Properties that have had the benefit of the provisions of this
last law must be regularly worked. If this condition is not
observed they are immediately classified again as derelict and given
to a new concessionaire.

3. REMEMBREMENT

The law on remembrement (see next paragraph) allows parcels
of land situated too far from the centre of existing farms to be
easily cultivated to be made into new farms.

II. Technical Improvement- in Farming
A considerable effort is being attempted by the Vichy Govern-
ment to improve the technical conditions of farming. This effort is
aimed at enabling French agriculture to produce more at less cost.
In this respect we should distinguish two kinds of measure.
On the one hand, by rewembnment and by the laws relating to
inheritance, the Government is seeking to make and then to
preserve agricultural properties that will lie in a single block, more
easily workable than properties consisting of small separated lots.
On the other hand, by encouraging mechanization and electrifica-
tion it is trying to obtain a better return from the land and from
labour.
i. THE REGROUPING OF FARMS
(i) Retnembrement. The Secretary of State for Agriculture,
Pierre Caziot, commented at length on the object of the law on
remembrement in a statement to a journalist (Le Temps9 April 18,
1941). His statement may be analysed as follows:
The Government is bending all its efforts to make the family
the dominant element in French agriculture so that the number
of paid farm workers may be progressively reduced by gradually
turning them to farming for themselves. Now while family
holdings are common in the West, and especially in Brittany, in
other regions, e.g., Lorraine, Champagne, Burgundy, farms are very
much broken into small, almost tiny parcels.
Excessive parcelling out of land, with the small size of the
parcels making it impossible to employ machines, gives rise
to large numbers of easements, and so increases the costs of